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INTRODUCTION
This document supports the NCEA slide deck An Introduction to Elder Abuse for Professionals: 
Psychological and Emotional Abuse. The slides and the guidelines for using them are at 
www.ncea.acl.gov/whatwedo/education/curricula.html. 

TEAM TEACHING
When presenting on psychological abuse, consider working with trainers who have expertise in the dynamics 
of psychological abuse, mental health, trauma and victim services.

POSSIBLE VIDEOS CLIPS
Video clips of older victims and survivors sharing their experiences can be a powerful way to engage the 
audience. If time permits, consider using a video clip in place of or in combination with the case examples 
at the beginning of the module. A description of the videos and ordering information can be found at 
http://ncall.us/sites/ncall.us/files/resources/2013%20EA%20Video%20List.pdf. 

Possible videos examples of psychological and emotional abuse include:

>> “A Lifetime of Walking on Eggshells” (Martha)

>> In Their Own Words (Sam) 

REFERENCES
Acierno, R., Hernandez, M., Amstadter, A., Resnick, H., Steve, K., Muzzy, W. & Kilpatrick, D. (2010). Prevalence 
and correlates of emotional, physical, sexual, and financial abuse and potential neglect in the United States: 
The national elder mistreatment study. American Journal of Public Health, 100, 292–297. 

Acierno, R., Hernandez-Tejada, M., Muzzy, W., Steve, K. (2009). National elder mistreatment study. Washington 
DC: National Institute of Justice. Retrieved from: www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/226456.pdf

Anetzberger, G. J. (1998). Psychological abuse and neglect: A cross-cultural concern to older Americans. In J. F. 
Prevratil and T. Tatara (Eds.), Understanding and Combating Elder Abuse in Minority Communities (pp. 141–151), 
Long Beach, CA: Archstone Foundation.

Bancroft, L. (2003). Why does he do that? Inside the minds of angry and controlling men. New York, NY: The 
Berkley Publishing Group. 

Comijs, H. C., Penninx, B. W. J. H., Knipscheer, K. P. M., & van Tilburg, W. (1999). Psychological distress in victims 
of elder mistreatment: The effects of social support and coping. Journal of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences, 
54, 240–245.

NATIONAL CENTER ON ELDER ABUSE

An Introduction to Elder 
Abuse for Professionals
Psychological and Emotional Abuse



2

Conrad, K.J., Iris, M., Ridings, J.W., Rosen, A., Fairman, K.P., and Anetzberger, G.J. (2011). Conceptual model and 
map of psychological abuse of older adults. Journal of Elder Abuse and Neglect, 23(2), 147-168.

Cooper, C., Selwood, A., & Livingston, G. (2008). The prevalence of elder abuse and neglect: A systematic 
review. Age and Ageing, 37(2), 151– 160. 

Dong, X. (2005). Medical implications of elder abuse and neglect. Clinical Geriatric Medicine, 21(2), 293-313.

Laumann, E. O., Leitsch, S. A., & Waite, L. J. (2008). Elder mistreatment in the United States: Prevalence 
estimates from a nationally representative study. Journal of Gerontology, 63, 248–254.

Lifespan of Greater Rochester et al. (2011). Under the radar: New York state elder abuse prevalence study. 
Self-reported prevalence and documented case surveys, final report. New York: William B. Hoyt Memorial New 
York State Children and Family Trust Fund, and the New York State Office of Children and Family Services. 

National Center on Elder Abuse. Frequently asked questions, Retrieved January 28, 2013, from https://ncea.acl.
gov/faq/index.html 

Stark, E. (2009). Coercive control: How men entrap women in personal life. New York, NY: Oxford University 
Press. 

This document was created by the National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (www.ncall.us) for the National Center 
on Elder Abuse (www.ncea.acl.gov) under grant (No. 90AB0002/01) from the Administration on Aging, U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services (DHHS). Grantees carrying out projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to 
express freely their findings and conclusions. Therefore, points of view or opinions do not necessarily represent official 
Administration on Aging or DHHS policy. 


