Elder Mistreatment among Latin@s
Key Research Findings in the Mexican-American Gommunity

Latin®@s in the United States

Latin@s or Hispanics - people of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American
culture or origin regardless of race - are the nation’s largest ethnic minority and account for
17% of the total US population.

Of those, Mexicans are the largest group, accounting for 63% of the Latin@ or Hispanic
population.

(U.S. Census Bureau, 2011)

Intentional actions that cause harm or create a serious risk of
harm (whether or not harm is intended) to a vulnerable elder by a caregiver or other
person who stands in a relationship of trust to that elder (Bonnie & Wallace, 2003).
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Mexican-American Culture, Attitudes, and Beliefs

Among Latin@s, Mexican-Americans were

Mexican-Americans the least likely to use long-term care In one study, Mexican-
tend to discuss a services and are more likely to heavily American elders did not
situation related to rely on relatives to provide them with identify elder parents
abuse with their care at home (Herrera et al, 2008). providing

families rather than adult children with
reporting abuse to money or other
authorities m resources to be
(Enguidanos, et al, Many caregivers readily use religious and ~ €xploitative (Dakin and
2014) spiritual coping mechanisms to ameliorate Pearlmutter, 2009).

the stress and burden associated with
caregiving (Pearce, 2005).
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The utilization of promotores - advocates that act on behalf
of an older adult - is a culturally informed method of

intervention to provide services and resources (often in a and stigma
community based-setting).

abuse due to:
o feelings of verglienza (shame)

e general mistrust of government

Make no assumptions - the elder is the expert on their own o limited English proficiency
culture and beliefs. Explore the cultural context of elder
mistreatment (e.g. how much of their resources do they

e fear of being placed in an

share and how they feel about it). institution
e citizenship status of themselves
Culture, along with factors such as English proficiency, fear or family members

of authorities, and living arrangements impact how elders l | beliefs ab fi
perceive mistreatment, their knowledge of support services, e cultural beliefs about finances

and if they report or seek help for mistreatment. . /\

(DeLiema et al., 2012; Irizarry-lrizarry, 2005)

(Moon, 2000)

PROMOTORES

Sources
Bonnie, R, & Wallace, R (Eds.). (2003). Elder mistreatment: Abuse, neglect and exploitation in an aging America. Washington, DC: National Academies Press.
Department of Justice (DOJ). (2015). Office on Violence Against Women.Accessed on September 16, 2015 from http://www.justice.gov/ovw/domestic-violence.

DeLiema, M., Gassoumis, Z., Homeier, D., Wilber, K. (2012). Determining prevalence and correlates of elder abuse using promotores: low-income immigrant latinos report high rates of abuse and neglect. Journal of the
American Geriatrics Society, 60(7), 1333-9.

Enguidanos, S. M., Deliema, M., Aguilar, I., Lambrinos, J., & Wilber, K. H. (2014). Multicultural voices: attitudes of older adults in the United States of America about elder mistreatment. Ageing and Society, 1-27.
Franco, M., Gray, T., Gregware, P., and Meyer, J. (2000). Dependency, cultural identification, and elder abuse among Americans of Mexican heritage. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 11(3), 37-51.
Herrera, A., Lee, J., Palos, G. & Torres-Vigil, |. (2008). Cultural influences in the patterns of long-term care use among Mexican American family caregivers. Journal of Applied Gerontology, 27(2), 141-165.

Laumann, E. Leitsch, S., and Waite, L. (2008). Elder mistreatment in the United States: prevalence estimates from a nationally representative study. The Journal of Gerontology Series B: Psychological Sciences and Social
Science, 63(4), S248-5254.

Lown, A. and Vega, W. (2001). Prevalence and Predictors of Physical Partner Abuse Among Mexican American Women. American Journal of Public Health, 91(3), 441-445.
Moon, A. (2000). Perceptions of Elder Abuse among Various Cultural Groups: Similarities and Differences. Generations, 24(2), 75-80.
Pearce, M. (2005). A critical review of the forms and value of religious coping among informal caregivers. Journal of Religion and Health, 44, 81-119

United States Census Bureau. (2011). Overview of Race and Hispanic Origin: 2010. Accessed on August 26, 2015 from: www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-02.pdf.

This document was completed for the National Center on Elder Abuse
situated at Keck School of Medicine of USC and is supported in part by a
I{eck S{:h(}{_}l E}f grant (No. 90AB0003-01-01) from the Administration on Aging (AOA), U.S.

g - Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). Grantees carrying out
ME d]_ClﬂE ﬂf US(_/ “ﬂ |[||']E|| [:E|'|[E|' un E| E[H IS8 projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely
their findings and conclusions. Therefore, points of view or opinions do not
necessarily represent official Administration on Aging or DHHS policy.

Website: https://ncea.acl.gov/ Phone: 1-855-500-3537


https://ncea.acl.gov/

	Mexican-American_Infographic_508_p1
	Mexican-American_Infographic_508 p.2



